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United States Depa?tment of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

gCT 171998

Honoraivle Killiam E. Evans

Uncer Secretary for QOceans
anc Auiosphere

U.S. Department of Conmerce

keshingtor, D.C. 2023C

Uear lir. Evans:

The Departmert of the Interior (CCI) encerses the recemmencations
sutritiec by the L.S. Geolegical Survey (USGS) to the Nsticral Ocesnic
anc Atmospheric Auministraticr for ite “Stucy for Acvancec Civil Earth
Remcte Sensing System.™ e have reviewec these recommendsticns (copy
ernclosed) that were sent tc Mr. Thomas l. Pyke, Jr., Escistant
hcministreter for Setellite anc Informztion Services. The BCI supporte
the overzll concept cescritec in those recormencaticns. However, tc reel
the dite requirenents of certein DCI buresus, the Depertment recommencs
that the following acditicnal capalilities te essessec:

1. Spectrel fencs -- From DCI's Ferspective, the sugcestec chori-
veve infrerec spectrel hanc ig Yighkly cesiratle fer mivercicgice”
anc gecbotarical anciysic, crdé for cifrerentiating cnov, ice,
arcd clouce.

«. Grounc Spetial Rescluticn -- While 1(G-meter spatial rescluvicer

ic sutticient for mery DCI aprlicatieons, anc prcvices an acdeguete
sweth wicth gt reascnalic cazte trensrission rotes, S-moter
rescluticn is decired fer some LC! mePEiNG anc rescurce inverticr,
applicetions.  The study cheuic evaluete the feesilility enc
systenm impaci cf acouirine L-meter cete for selectec crecs.

se Lriit -- The cescending nede eguatorie] crossing time sheuld net
ve earlier thar CSCC. This would te cersistent with the reming)
equeteriel cressine times of Lanceats 1-°F anu weuld recuce
shecey: cfrects in rountazinous terrzin typicel of lance manceec
by severel DCI turceus.
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DOI bureaus anc offices have develcped many uses for remotely sensed data
from civil satellites such as Landsat and SPOT, ana look forward to using
data from an acvancec system as proposed by the USGS. Representatives
from the USGS anc other DOl bureaus are prepared to provide additional
detail on the recommenced system.

Siricerely,
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Assistant Secretary
for Kater and Science

Enclosure

Copy to: Mr. Thomas K. Pyke, Jr.
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Acministraticn

Mr. Joseph L. Gray
U.S. Department of Commerce



